
MEMORANDUM 
April 9, 1975 

TO: Lloyd Taylor and Files 

FROM? Ken Mauermann ; 

SUBJECT: PENALTY ACTION RECOMMENDATION, ACE GALVANIZING, INC., 
NORTH DIVISION, 621 N.W. 41st STREET, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98107 

INTRODUCTION 

On March 17, 1975, a sulphuric acid s p i l l at Ace Galvanizing, Inc., was reported 
to t h i s office by Mr. Larry Petersen, an Industrial Waste Inspector employed by 
METRO* His c a l l was prompted by an anonymous t i p that Ace Galvanizing at the 
above- address had deliberately dumped the contents of an acid dip tank onto their 
yard area and -that i"he dumpings had entered a nearby storm drain. A check of 
storm draJnage lines In the area revealed that the line from the catchbasln drains 
Soirth to the Lake Washington Ship Canal. 

METRO notified Tora McCann, DOE Northwest Regional Office, Di s t r i c t II Supervisor, 
of the.Incident", whereupon the decision was made to s p l i t a sample taken from the 
catchbasln in question by METRO personnel. METRO'S analysis,, as well as our own 
analysis of the sample taken from Ace's yard catchbasln, are attached for your 
use* . 

As both laboratory reports emphatically reveal. Ace Galvanizing is clearly In vio
lation of a l l water quality c r l t e r l a j t f o r heavy metals as outlined by our Interim 
Heavy Metals Policy. Also, pH Is well outside water quality c r i t e r i a . 

RECOMMENDATION 

I visited Ace's F a c i l i t y on March 18, 1975 and spoke with Mr, Mtke Buckland, the 
Plant Manager. He Informed me that the acid was dumped to f a c i l i t a t e the addition 
of fresh acid (approximately 55 gallons) to one of his dip tanks. Standard recom
mended procedure for waste acid disposal involves a contract hauler removing the 
material from the site for reclamation by an outside processor. Mr. Buckland 
admitted that the failure of his personnel In following established handling pro
cedures resulted In the material entering state waters. 

From my Investigation, It Is concluded that the sulphuric acid s p i l l at Ace 
Galvanlzlng's North Division Plant on March 17, 1975, was a result of deliberate 
dumping of at least part of the contents of a dip tank. With this Information, 
as provided to me by Mr. Buckland, along with the supportive laboratory data from 
METRO and DOE, I recommend a penalty of $250.00 be assessed against Ace Galvanizing 
North Division Plant. 

Correspondence with Ace Galvanizing should be directed to Ace Galvanizing, Inc., 
429 South 96th Street, Seattle, Washington 98108, Attention: Mr. D.A. Breiwick. 
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LIST OF ENCLOSURES 

I). Standard DOE complaint form dated March 17, 1975 

Z). DOE laboratory report to Ken Mauermann, Tom McCann, 
and f i l e s from Larry Ashley dated March 21, 1975. 

3) . METRO memorandum to G.D. Farris from L.L. Petersen dated 
March 24, 1975. 

4) . METRO metals report mg/l, source - Ace Galvanizing, Sample 
date, March 17, 1975. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLAINT REPORT FORM 

1 . Complai nt No. 

2. Date of Complaint_ 

3. Date of Investigation ?j - ; c 

I. COMPLAINT REPORTED BY 

Name 
J . , „ , / 

Address ^ / f : t. c - ̂  •. c / - A t t u 

Phone No. L / 1 / " / ~ 6-&3f? 

Date and t ime comp la in t f i r s t no t ed J j ^ T j ; ~7 r> C l f ^ ^ U / *>C&k r ^ . . __ 

Other i n f o r m a t i o n — -

I I . LOCATi Oft: 

A. Watercourse 

5. Rag i on: 

6. D i s t r i c t : 

7. County and Town --"> 

7a. Legal 

jyf' Northwest 

0) 
Q Southwest 

(2) y 

• Central • Eastern 

A. - /-C ' ' 

S e c t i o n Township 

M l . POLLUTANT: 

8. Pollutant Sou rce £>> v A^.. J-O"w c ̂  

9. Material H-SC 

10. Quanti ty aX-Sm^i:. y-,,Cto-^.x. 

( S l X p k u v I . c O c l X r ^ - c / C l u ^ — j | v y . , ^ U l 

Area or mi les affected U-n.-f2^u; 

(If dead or dying f i s h are v i s i b l e , f i l l out Nos. X, XI and XII.) 

IV. RESPONSIBILITY: 
Person or E n t i t y : H*m* / / A - A > /, ^ . W U 3 r g . , 7 1 c ^ / & W « J » h o n e No. 7 * 2 - S»3Q 

Address £ 0 / /J /Q V/ <f . : . 

11 

V i o l a t o r : f j f Conf i rmed Q Suspected f j Unknown 

V . CAUSE: 

12. B r i e f D e s c r i p t i o n : S L i / v / u a l c / ,C L i e ™ r L / ( ' y ' ,o //'Vn F2i->^/Z' A.T.-f' 

V -v \ ' 



, / ] . CLASS IF CATION: 

13. Source: • Ground Water fj/JSurface Water • Flood Control • S h o r e l i n e 

\k . Permit involved: • Yes QJ No . . . . ; . 

15. If Yes, Type and Number 

i/l I. COMPLAINT RECEIVED BY: ' 

Name ^Lc*v->-x, ~ \ \ \ S - C i ' L - ^ - ^ y - ' 

Time and date I S O O 3 -1*7 - *7 5~* ; ; ; 

/ I I I . COMPLAINT INVESTIGATED BY: 

Name r y ^ . f r i g . * t / ^ - > i -̂v. 

Act ion Ta ken: fct>»-vft,.L*-M r t f - X .<.<-'—O i ^ - ^ i C - . v t ^ M 

IX. Ml SCELLANEQLfS: 

Were p ic tures taken? • Yes J 3 No Were samples taken? [^Yes D No 

. Indiv iduals and agencies n o t i f i e d / . 

Witnesses-: Kame ; ; 4 i u i fe^o-.^' /U<rTRO Name Ofi-T^ri, ^ c ^ c c ^ c V ^ . A t g T f f c 

Address H j p tO ^--xt I k - U v a f r - v - Address M l p ( O ^ - V t W^-Tv--vr-~-

Attachments k 

K. FISH KILL 

Estimated number of dead fi s h Estimated percent scrapfish_ 

Predominant species and size 

SCI. SUSPECTED AGENT OR REASON FOR KILL 

Agent ' 

Describe effects 

Action taken 

XII. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 



MEMORANDUM 

T O : . 

FROM:. 

DATE: 

Mauermann. Thomas McCann, F T I P ? 

Laurence Ashley ML 
Rll̂ .pr.T- ACE GALVENIZING, NORTH PLANT, BALLARD 

March 21, 1975 

CHECK 

INFORMATON. 

FOR ACTIO?! _ 

PtRMi r 

OTHER 

Staieof 
YVashiî ion 
Department 
of Ecology 

A water sample dated 3-17-75, from an o u t f a l l from Ace Galvenizing, was 
del i v e r e d to the laboratory by Metro personnel f o r pH and metal determinations. 

The f i n d i n g s : 

Soluble Concentration (mg/l) 
Cadmium Lead' Copper Zinc Chromium Nic k e l 

CB 
L A : j s 
3-21-75 d t 

Daniel J . Evans, Governor John A. Biggs, Director Olympia, Washington S350-J Telephone (203) 753-2e00 



March 24, 1975 

TO: G. D. F a r r i s 

FROM: L. L. Petersen 

SUBJECT: S p i l l at Ace Galvanizing 

On March 17, 1975, Metro received an anonymous 
telephone c a l l s t a t i n g that Ace Galvanizing d i s 
charged a tank of wastes i n t o the Lake VZashington 
Ship Canal. John Lowdon and I inspected the 
shoreline of the ship canal below Ace's property, 
bat observed no d i s c o l o r a t i o n i n the water except 
f o r a minor o i l s l i c k . 

Next we inspected Ace's yard and located a recent 
a c i d dump by an outside s u r f u r i c acid tank; Pieces 
o f metal* on the ground around the tank were s t i l l 
f i z z i n g and bubbling. This waste acid s o l u t i o n 
was followed across the yard to a catch basin which 
drains i n t o the Lake Washington Ship Canal. 

Mr. Mike Buckland, Ace Galvanizing Plant Manager, 
was confronted about the dumpage, where he admitted 
disposing of some of the s u l f u r i c a c i d from the 
outside tank onto the ground* He then added a new 
55 g a l l o n drum of s u l f u r i c a c i d to the tank. 

A sample was c o l l e c t e d from the catch basin at 
2:10 p.m., which had a pH. of 2.1. Later that 

-afternoon the sample was-split-with-the DOE f o r 
pH and heavy metal a n a l y s i s . 

Metro's heavy metals r e s u l t s are shown below i n 
ppm: 

Time 

2:10 p.m. 

LLP:dsp 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Fi les 
Si; i!< • (>l 

WIlsl iii 1,' ',!< ii 1 

FROM: H.W. BurwelI 
1 )('|), 11 111)' 'I l! 

()l I ( i in r.\Y 

SUBJECT: STAFF EVALUATION 

DATE: September 23, 1974 

APPLICANT: ACE GALVANIZING, INC. 
429 South 96th Street 
Seattle, WA 

NpcJes App I i cat ion No. WA - 00 2 2 7 '> - 0 

Activity or Production: Galvanizing 

Receiving Water: Storm ditch tributary to unnamed stream tributary io the 
Duwamish River near the Hamrnond-Schmiit Road, South Park 

Applicable Water Quality Standards: Class A 

Background: 

The applicant operates a hot dip galvanizing f a c i l i t y in an unsewercd 
industrial area in unincorporated King County. Tho resulting effluent con
tains significant quantities of zinc and cyanide. The cyanide results from 
rinsewater associated with a cyanide dip tank. 

The industry has a past record of water quality violations related to quench
ing of hot galvanized parts by hosing over a catchbasin. 

Effluents consist of rinsewater from metal cleaning operation, minor 
amounts of compressor cooling water and the quench water have a combined flow 
of 6,000 gallons per day. Sanitary wastes are treated by septic tank and 
dra i nf i eId. 

Sanitary sewer service is available to residences within the Seattle City 
limits several blocks to the north of this industrial park. The Rainier 
Vista intercoptor to be constructed by Metro during 1975 will follow tho Wesi-
Marginal Way freeway to the east of this industrial park. The applicani and 
other industries have been requested to form a ULID to provide saniiary sewr-r 
service. 

Eva Iuation: 

Connection lo ihe sanitary ';ys tem w i l l re'.triol d i schanv. a I lrv.<h; 
achievable by inplant process conlrol and pretreaimen!. If conneciion and 
prctroatmont do not occur, iho next approach should be the disposal of ?\nc 
containing effluent by drainfield limiting effluent to drinking water •••» ,is<; :• 
(5.0 rng/f) and elimination or. desi ruction of cyanide efiluonl prior lo di 
to surface waters with a limit of 0.03 mg/l as cyanide. Ref: "Inierim L f f l i r 

Northwest Region.:?! O i i ' C " . ib3-:r. N.E " . ' U S»C"!. Redmond . W.n.S.i-Vor. C--0-).-



STAFF EVALUATION 
ACE GALVANIZING, INC. 

-2-

Guidance For NPDES Permits", U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Recommendat i ons: 

1. A NPDES permit be issued that limits the concentration of zinc, cyanid 
and o i l s with a time schedule to eliminate the discharge of pollutants. 

2. The applicant and other polluting industries be ordered to form a UL1D 
to construct a sanitary sewer collection system. 

HWB:mk 
9-23-74 dt 

4, 


